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Milestones
1962 Delta County voters approve establishment of the College and millage.
1963 Classes begin in September at the old Escanaba High School; Richard Rinehart hired as President.
1965

First graduation exercises held for 65 students.

1969 First building completed on the North Lincoln Road campus.
1971 Edwin (Tony) Wuehle replaces Richard Rinehart as President.
1972

Bay College Foundation was established.

1975 Enrollment passes the 1,000 mark.
1976 Practical & Fine Arts building completed, later renamed Health and Applied Technology Center.
1978 Intramural activities replace inter-collegiate athletic program.
1980

First students enroll in the ADN nursing program.

1983

Classes begin to be offered on a regular basis in Dickinson County.

1985 Dwight Link replaces Tony Wuehle as President.
1986 Learning Resources Center building opens, with library, a small auditorium and student labs.
1987

Enrollment passes the 2,000 mark.

1988 Bay chapter of honorary society, Phi Theta Kappa, begins.
1990

YMCA pool opens on campus, along with a full program.

1997 Michael Allkins replaces Dwight Link as President.
1998 Heirman University Center building opens.
1999

First online class offered.

2000

M-TEC building opens.

2003 Enrollment passes the 2,500 mark.
2006 Laura Coleman replaces Michael Allkins as President.
2007

Bay West building opens for classes in Iron Mountain.

2008 Besse Center opens with theater and art gallery.
2010 Bay Middle College moves to campus and the campus becomes tobacco-free.
2011

Enrollment passes the 2,800 mark.

2012 Bay College celebrates 50th anniversary.
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Prologue: the 1950s

Opportunities for higher education in postwar Delta County were quite limited; the
only real option was the Cloverland Commercial College, located on east Ludington
Street in Escanaba. Its courses were oriented toward practical business skills such
as bookkeeping, business math and typing. Only sparingly did Northern Michigan
College (NMU) or the University of Michigan offer extension courses; and these were
typically tailored toward either school teachers’ continuing education or real estate
licensure. During the Depression, the Escanaba Schools sponsored the Escanaba
Community College, also called a “Freshman College,” which operated for two
\HDUVLQUHVSRQVHWRVWXGHQWV¶DJJUDYDWHGFKDOOHQJHVLQ¿QDQFLQJDIRXU\HDUGHJUHH
Other communities in northern Michigan already had two-year colleges: Ironwood,
Hancock, Traverse City and Alpena. When it was announced that Catherine Bonifas
had designated $100,000 of her estate to the School District of the City of Escanaba
toward creation of a junior college, local postsecondary education became a viable
option for Delta County citizens. In March of 1951 the Escanaba Schools sponsored
a consultant to provide public lectures in the community about the services and
programs a community college could provide. Few people had an idea of what a
community college would entail and services it could offer. The Escanaba Schools
were entering a planning stage for construction of new buildings in the district. Their
citizens’ advisory report, which their board accepted at their January 8, 1952 meeting,
called for new elementary schools, a new high school and serious consideration to be
given to establishment in Escanaba of a community college.
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Catherine Bonifas’
bequest was a major
factor in starting the
College.

Catherine Bonifas

A year later, on February 4, a “Community College Conference”
was held in Escanaba with speakers from Michigan State
University, the University of Michigan, the State Department
of Public Instruction and a board member from the community
college in Traverse City. Questions remained on the minds of
many such as: Should the college be part of the Escanaba school
district or a separate legal entity? Should the district be countywide or just certain school districts? Should it be a junior college
(transfer courses only) or a comprehensive community college?
Could it be an extension of a university, such as U of M? Possible
sites discussed at this time were the former Barr Elementary
School on the corner of 13th Street South and Fifth Avenue South,
the current site of the Escanaba High School, the former Bonifas
home on Lake Shore Drive in Escanaba, or the Bonifas Technical
School on Ludington Street across from the junior high building.

John Lemmer

During 1956-57 a series of meetings was held with consultants
from the University of Michigan, the Michigan State Department of
Public Instruction and Michigan State University. Participants included the Escanaba
Superintendent John Lemmer and the Escanaba School Board, along with local citizens,
DGYLVRU\FRPPLWWHHVDQGORFDOSXEOLFVFKRRORI¿FLDOV7KHUHZHUHDOVRGLVFXVVLRQV
at meetings of the area school superintendents, in which Charles Follo, area U of M
Extension coordinator, would advance the topic. By late 1957 the Arntzen architectural
¿UPZDVDVNHGIRUDQHVWLPDWHWRUHQRYDWHWKHH[LVWLQJKLJKVFKRROIRUDFRPPXQLW\
college. At the April 2, 1958 meeting the Escanaba Board endorsed the establishment of
a community college in Escanaba, called for reactivating the community college subcommittee of the Escanaba Area Citizens Council for Public Schools, invited other area
school districts to participate in responsibility for the college, and released up to $1,000
from the Bonifas community college fund to be used for community college planning.

The Escanaba School Board gave coordination of the community college project to what
was then the Delta County Board of Education whose superintendent, or “Commissioner,”
was Hagle Quarnstrom. The Escanaba board did so for three reasons: they were fully
occupied with the issue of school district consolidation in the county, they were working
on constructing new K-12 school buildings, and there was a growing recognition that a
college
communityy colleg
co
ge district should be county-wide.

John Lemmer was
Superintendent of the
Escanaba Schools and
a strong advocate for
the establishment of
a community college.
He was so honored
at the Founders’ Day
celebration on the
occasion of the
College’s twentieth
anniversary, which
was dedicated to him.
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1960s

President Rinehart
1963-1971
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Richard Rinehart

M

ichigan Governor George Romney looked through

a transit before the ceremony begins for the dedication of
the new site for the College.
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President Wuehle
1971-1985

1970s

Tony Wuehle

23

D

ick Haeusler and students
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ȇȐɨȐȵɄɉɜȣȐсɑɕɜȵǸȽȇɕȃǸɉȨȽȝɄȽȃǸȹɉɤɕ

1980s

President Link
1985-1997

38

Dwight Link

M

any workshops

and classes were held

in the newly-equipped
classrooms and labs
on campus.
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1990s

President Allkins
1997-2006

52

Michael Allkins

1990s

In 1992 an electronic bulletin board/message
system was installed in the halls around campus.
Television monitors relayed information about
campus events and information for students.
The system was operated by Bay student, Dan
Williams. A few years earlier the College had
been connected to the local television cable
system, providing similar information about
the College in the Escanaba and Gladstone
community. For a short time “Bay T.V.” ran
original programming such as the Corporate
Spelling Bee, footage from the Mid-Winter Pow
Wow and poetry readings from the creative
writing class. Students who worked on this
were Jon Harris and Erik Aaron, with technical
assistance from Bay staff member John Anderson.
,Q1DQFL/RYHLQLWLDWHGD¿OPVHULHVIRU
students and the community that ran for many
years.
In 1993 twenty-three students took a trip to
Toronto to see “Phantom of the Opera” and tour
the city. This led to the establishment of the
Travel Club. Club advisor, English instructor
Nanci Love, recalls their trips to England, France,
Spain, Italy and Germany over several years.
Jody (Peters) Sanford returned to Bay to obtain
her ADN degree in 1991 (LPN in 1973). She has
special appreciation for the quality of instruction
she received from nursing faculty such as Joanne
Good, Camille Rabitoy and Jessica Cooper.
She also appreciated the Nursing Department’s
“student-friendly” policies in scheduling and
accommodating non-traditional students. During
her obstetrical clinical training, she recalls the
SK\VLFLDQKROGLQJXSWZR¿QJHUVGXULQJGHOLYHU\
She wondered why he was giving the “peace
sign,” only to discover (pre-ultrasound) that it
meant twins were on the way. In 2012 Jody
was a nurse in the anesthesiology department at
Marquette General Hospital, after having worked
in public health, ICU, and medical-surgical units.
Jody added that she has real pride in being a Bay
nursing graduate.
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Tutoring and advising services were increased at
the College when a multi-year federal grant was
awarded in 1993. The TRiO program has run for
over twenty years, providing services targeted for
³¿UVWJHQHUDWLRQ´VWXGHQWVZKRQHHGHGDVVLVWDQFH
in mathematics and writing. The program also
conducted trips to area universities and cities like

1990s

$

mproved facilities
for art classes

were appreciated by
students and faculty.
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2000’s

President Coleman
2006-Present

66

Laura Coleman

2000’s

Joyce King taught
computer application
classes for many
years in the Business
Division.

President Coleman
visited students in
class.

By 2004 the
College’s Foundation
had reached total
assets of $5 million.
During the year
the Foundation
awarded $158,000 in
student scholarships,
$33,000 for purchase
of equipment for
the College, and
150 individuallynamed perpetual
endowments.
In 2006, Dr. Laura
Coleman, Executive
Dean of Bertrand
Crossing Campus of Lake Michigan College,
located in Niles, Michigan, became President.
She succeeded Michael Allkins who retired.
In 2006 the bookstore and café were no longer
managed by the College, although services
were provided from the same locations.
Follett Higher Education Group operated the
bookstore and expanded services to Bay West.
Blue Roof Management (Northern Noodles)
provided cafeteria and catering services on
campus.
In 2003 Dr. Ted and Eleanor Fornetti donated a 25-acre parcel of land for a campus
site in Iron Mountain. A successful “Bay West YES” campaign was organized in
Dickinson County chaired by Dwight Romagnoli. The College Board had formally
pledged its commitment to providing
classes in Dickinson County. After the
city planning board and city council
agreed to re-classify the property,
an agreement was reached with the
Dickinson County Board for millage
support, and the State of Michigan
provided 50 percent funding for what
became a $12.1 million project. The 1
mill property millage for 20 years was
approved in Dickinson County by a
vote of 3,968 to 3,068. Groundbreaking
was held in spring of 2006 and the
facility opened in the fall of 2007 with
500 students. Two large anonymous
private donations assisted with project
completion.
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The front view of the two-story 67,000 sq.
ft. building, “Bay College West,” which was
designed by Blomquist and Associates and
constructed by Gundlach-Champion, both of
Iron Mountain.
The rear view from inside looked on an
attractive natural setting behind the building.
The Bay College Bay West Advisory
Committee was appointed by the College
Board in December of 2005 and consisted
of representatives from business,
government and education. Seven members
represent business and industry; one
was appointed by the Dickinson County
Board of Commissioners and one by
the Dickinson-Iron Intermediate School
District. The original board consisted of
Geno Alessandrini, Bruce Orttenburger, Deb
Ruohomaki, David Brisson, David Brule Jr.,
Jon Pryor, Al Santoni, Ann Martin, Johanna
Ostwald and Harold Martin, College Board
member, representing the College Board of
Trustees.
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Opportunities

and

Dreams

%D\GH1RF&RPPXQLW\&ROOHJHKDVKDGWKHSULYLOHJHWRVHUYH'HOWD&RXQW\DQGWKH&HQWUDO8SSHU3HQLQVXODIRU¿IW\
years. We moved from the old Escanaba High School to facilities that have grown to accommodate an expanding
student population striving to achieve their dreams through completion of educational programs that have given them
incredible opportunities. The Bay College family is humbled by the thousands of lives changed because the community
voted to have a community college in Delta County, later expanding to Dickinson County.
Bay College is a leader in the state and in the nation implementing new ways to help students succeed. We have
LQWURGXFHGVXSSOHPHQWDOLQVWUXFWLRQLQRXUPRVWGLI¿FXOWFODVVHVZKLFKKDVKHOSHGLQFUHDVHVWXGHQWVSHUVLVWHQFHIURP
one semester to the next. We have also introduced a College Success course which has helped students acclimate to
college and develop their individual strengths in controlling their own lives. This course has also helped increase
student persistence from one semester to the next. Professional development for faculty and staff has been a focal point
of two grants: Title III and Achieving the Dream, which has laid a great foundation for positive change and in the Bay
College orientation and advising process.
Higher Education is changing rapidly and the foundation we have laid over the last ten years will help us adapt and
achieve the goals set by the state and national government, and the local business community. By 2018, sixty-three
percent of all jobs will require additional education after high school. Credentials such as associate, bachelor, master,
and doctoral degrees will be required for more jobs. Over half of those degrees will need to be associate degrees. The
national goal is sixty percent of adults over 25 will have a credential by 2025. Manufacturing jobs will minimally
UHTXLUHFHUWL¿FDWHVDQGWZR\HDUGHJUHHV%D\&ROOHJHZLOOFRQWLQXHIRFXVLQJRQUHFHQWKLJKVFKRROJUDGXDWHVDQGZLOO
have an expanded focus on adults to help Delta and surrounding counties achieve this goal. The Bay College faculty
and staff continually pursue ways to help adults achieve their credential at a faster pace.
Technology will continue to change at an ever
increasing rate. Social media will be more
integrated in how we communicate with our students
and community. Online and hybrid courses will
become more prevalent. Today, forty percent of
Bay College students take at least one online course
every semester. In the next few years we expect that
QXPEHUWRLQFUHDVHWR¿IW\SHUFHQW)LIW\\HDUVDJR
there was not even a desktop computer or portable
phone!

Board of Trustees 2012
Top Row, L to R: James L. Hermans, Laura L. Coleman,
Margaret Noreus, Thomas L. Butch, William W. Lake,
Bottom Row, L to R: Philip L. Strom,
Thomas R. England, James R. Moberg

We look forward to experiencing the changes that
will occur in higher education over the next ten years
and know that the faculty and staff at Bay College
will continue to be innovative leaders. In 50 years,
higher education will be a completely different entity
and Bay College will be at the center of the change
celebrating its 100th anniversary – a century of
changing lives!
Thank you to all in the College and community for
the support given to Bay College over the last 50
years, and for the next 50 years!
Sincerely,
Laura L. Coleman, Ph.D.
and Board of Trustees
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'HDQQD5RELQHWWH*DLO6LPRQGV6XVDQ6WURP7DPP\6XVWDULFK-DQLFH9DQ*DVVH6KHUUL9LDX1LFROH:DJQHU
-LOO:LHVH0DUWLQ0RQLFD=DYDOD3HUHWWR0LFKDHO$GDP,QJULG%OL[W&KULVWLDQ%RGHQ-RVHSK%XJD\
:LOOLDP&RRN6KHULH&RXUFKDLQH$VKOH\&URDVGHOO0LFKHOH'DQLHOVRQ'HEUD+LOOLQJ3DWULFLD'LWWULFK
-DPHV'RXJRYLWR(OL]DEHWK)DXFHWW'HERUDK)OHPLQJ'RQDOG+RZOHWW-XVWLQ,]]DUG$QGUHZ-RKQVRQ-RKQ.ULHJO
7KRPDV/HRQH-RKQ/HZDQGRZVNL3DXO0DVQMDN(ULFD0HDG-RVHSK0ROG+HOHQ1HWFKH\6XHDQQ1LFNHUVRQ
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5REHUW3RHOV%RQQLH.OHLNDPS0LFKDHO.XODFN-DPHV0F1HLO1LFROH3KLOOLSV.ULVWHQ6PLWK/DXUHO6SDQJHQEHUJ
Tim Zablocki

Bay College

Campus 2012
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